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Abstract: Native of the locality of Filiaşi, situated in the neighbourhood of the
city of Craiova, from where the family took their family name, the Filişanu boyars are
attested for the first time in the 15th century, when the documents mention a certain
vornic (approx. magistrate) Neagu Mogoş.
The owners of a wide landed property, the Filişanu family can join other families
with an old and far off boyar line, probably before the constituting of the feudal state of
Wallachia. The existence of their estate is proved both by numerous testaments, and
documents that used to establish the confines of a landed property, which remained as a
testimony along the time. Its reconstitution had to be done by starting, first of all, from the
estates from Dolj County, their birth place, obtained after donations, inheritances, and a
long process of enslavement, concretised through purchases or invasions of the estate
parts that used to belong to the freeholders (moşneni).
This boyar family had properties in almost all the counties of Oltenia: Dolj, Gorj
and Mehedinţi. In Dolj County, Filişanu boyars used to possess the estates of Filiaşi,
Piria, Tatomireşti, and Spinişorul de Jos.
In Mehedinţi County, Filişanu boyars owned the estates of Rogova, Ilovăţ, Nevăţ,
Dârvari, Iablaniţa, Burila, Devesel.
The great number of estates that Filişanu boyars had in the counties of Dolj and
Mehedinţi demonstrates the important economic and social role that they used to play
in the Romanian society.
Keywords: Filişanu boyars, the estates, the landed property, reconstitution,
economic and social role.

Native of the locality of Filiaşi, situated in the neighbourhood of the city of
Craiova, from where the family took their family name, the Filişanu boyars are
attested for the first time in the 15th century, when the documents mention a certain
vornic (approx. magistrate) Neagu Mogoş1.
The owners of a wide landed property, the Filişanu family can join other
families with an old and far off boyar line, probably before the constituting of the
feudal state of Wallachia. The existence of their estate is proved both by numerous
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testaments, and documents that used to establish the confines of a landed property,
which remained as a testimony along the time. Its reconstitution had to be done by
starting, first of all, from the estates from Dolj County, their birth place, obtained after
donations, inheritances, and a long process of enslavement, concretised through
purchases or invasions of the estate parts that used to belong to the freeholders
(moşneni).
This boyar family had properties in almost all the counties of Oltenia: Dolj,
Gorj and Mehedinţi. In Dolj County, Filişanu boyars used to possess the estates of
Filiaşi, Piria, Tatomireşti, and Spinişorul de Jos.
The village of Filiaşi joined the componence of the landed property of Filişanu
boyars on the 1st of January 1573. That year, Alexandru II Mircea reconfirmed the
possession of over half of Filiaşi village of the sword bearer Oprea, and his brother
Stanciu, the sons of Gheorghe from Corbi. In the muniment, there was mentioned
that the two had bought this part of the village from lady Caplea from Vâlcăneşti
with 35,200 Turkish silver coins2. In the muniment, there are also mentioned the
boundaries of the estate: “from the starting point of Filiaşi to Stanciu and then Jiu, to
the ravine of Topile, and from here to the top of the Old Hill and the ridge of
Răznicel and to the pasture, the well, and from here the gorge towards the monks’
vineyards and to Ţiganul”3. After the death of the two, their part of the village was
given again to Dumitru Filişanu. The possession of Dumitru Filişanu, great purveyor,
on a half of Filiaşi was confirmed on the 25th of April 1642 by Matei Basarab4. On
the 15th of April – 4th of May 1649, Dumitru Filişanu made his testament. Through it,
he left half of Filiaşi to his son Barbu5. On the 4th of May 1649, Matei Basarab
confirmed this testament6. On the 8th of June 1649, Matei Basarab confirmed to
Barbu the ownership over the village of Filiaşi7. In 1727, the Virmondiana Conscription
registered the village as “moşie fişcaleşă” (approx. an estate for which the taxes were
paid)8. At the half of the 18th century, the owner of the estate was Matei Filişanu. He
gave as a dowry, in 1790, the estate of Filiaşi to his daughter Aniţa Filişanu when
he got married to lord-steward Şerban Murgăşanu. The census from 1819 mentions
lord-steward Şerban Murgăşanu as being the owner of Filiaşi estate9. In 1831,
2
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the village was under the possession of Aniţa Murgăşanca. From Aniţa, the village
and the estate joined the possession, of her son, Dumitru, also called Tache Filişanu.
He gave, around 1860, half of the estate to his daughter Maria, when she married
Alexandru Mano. Remained a widou, Maria remarried baron François Hye de
Glünek. He kept the other half of Filiaşi for himself. After his death, this part
remained to his second wife, Smaranda, born Filipescu. On the 26th of May 1896,
Smaranda Filişanu donated it to Dolj County. In her will, the donor mentioned that,
on this part of the estate, there should be built a hospital10.
The village of Piria11. Two parts of this village went to the possession of
Filişanu boyars, probably at the end of the 17th century when seneschal Dumitru
from Filiaşi bought them from agha Matei of Brâncoveni (the future ruler Matei
Basarab) with 32,000 silver coins12. The possession of this boyar family on the
village was reconfirmed on the 22nd of May 1620, when Gavril Movilă confirmed
to seneschal Dumitru of Filiaşi the two parts of Piria Village13. On the 4th of
January 1646, Matei Basarab reconfirmed to purveyor Dumitru Filişanu the two
halves from the village of Piria14. After the death of Dumitru Filişanu, the two parts
of Piria returned to his sons Barbu, Mihai and Preda. On the 8th of June 1649,
Matei Basarab reconfirmed the two halves of Piria to the three15. It remained in the
possession of Filişanu boyars until the beginning of the 18th century, when Barbu
Filişanu gave a part of the village to his daughter, when she married biv vel cavalry
commander Vâlcu Mogoşescu16. The other part remained to Filişanu family until
the 31st of July 1787 when Matei Filişanu gave it to the Bishopric of Râmnic, as an
exchange of Tatomireşti village17.
Half of the estate of Spinişorul de Sus18 was in the possession of Filişanu
boyars until 1645. On the 15th of January 1645, vel purveyor Dumitru Filişanu
exchanged the estates with Ţânţăreni monastery, offering the religious establishment
his part of Spinişorul de Sus and receiving half of Spinişorul de Jos19. On the 26th
of August 1646, Matei Basarab confirmed to great purveyor Dumitru Filişanu the
10
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possession over a half of Spinişorul de Jos estate20. On the 15th of April – 4th of
May 1649 Dumitru Filişanu made his testament. In it, he left half of Spinişorul de
Jos to his son Mihai21. Matei Basarab confirmed the testament22. Spinişorul de Jos
estate united with Filiaşi estate, also owned with Filişanu boyars.
Tatomireşti Village. It is not known precisely when it became the possession
of Filişeanu boyars. It is proven that, on the 15th of April – 4th of May 1649, when
Dumitru Filişanu made his testament, the village was already part of his landed
property. Through the testament, he left the village of Tatomireşti to his son
Preda23. On the 4th of May 1649, Matei Basarab confirmed the testament24. On the
8th of September 1785 Aniţa, the former wife of biv vel medelnicer (approx.
waiter) Filişanu and his second husband, biv vtori treasurer Ioan dedicated
Tatomireşti estate, along with the church, to Râmnic Bishopric25. Tatomireşti estate
entered into the possession of Filişanu family again, on the 31st of July 1787, when
Matei Filişanu gave to Râmnic Bishopric, in exchange for it, Piria estate26. It
remained in the possession of Filişanu family until the 26th of May 1896, when, in
her testament, Smaranda Filişanu, gave the estate to her grandsons Alexandru Lenş
and Maria Al. Filipescu27.
In Mehedinţi County, Filişanu boyars owned the estates of Rogova, Ilovăţ,
Nevăţ, Dârvari, Iablaniţa, Burila, Devesel.
Half of Burila estate28 became the possession of Filişanu boyars, in1637. On
the 12th of February 1637, the sword bearer Preda Buzescu, the son of Theodosie,
former great chancellor, sold to vel baker Dumitru half of Burila estate, “of the
field and the forest and the waters and the village, all over, from one boundary to
the other”29. Preda Buzescu had confirmed to great purveyor Dumitru Filişanu the
possession over this half of the village30. It remained in the possession of this
family until December 1643, when purveyor Dumitru Filişanu gave it to Crasna
monastery, his foundation31.
Half of Devesel estate entered in the possession of Filişanu boyars, in 1637.
On the 12th of February 1637, sword bearer Preda Buzescu, son of Theodosie,
20
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former great chancellor, sold to vel baker Dumitru half of Devesel estate, “of the
field and the forest, and the water, all over the bounds” 32. On the 20th of February
1643, Matei Basarab confirmed to great purveyor Dumitru the possession over half
of Devesel33. The estate remained in the componence of the landed property of
Filişanu boyars, until the 2nd of December 1643, when purveyor Dimitrie Filişanu
gave it to Crasna monastery, his foundation34.
Dârvari Village35 entered in the possession of Filişanu family on the 3rd of
May 162536. The same year, Alexandru Coconul confirmed to seneschal Dumitru
Filişanu the possession over the village of Dârvari that he had bought from the
freeholders, with 590 silver coins37. Along with the land, the freeholders from
Dârvari were also sold as serfs38. Next year, on the 17th of July, the same ruler
reconfirmed to Dumitru Filişanu the possession over Dârvari39. On the the of June
1649, Matei Basarab confirmed to Barbu, Mihai and Preda the village of Dârvari 40.
At the beginning of 1658, the serfs from Dârvari complained to ruler Mihnea
III Radu that in 1625 they sold only the land, but not themselves. On the 11th of
April, the same year, the ruler appointed 12 sworn boyars who would swear that
the affirmations of the serfs from Dârvari were true41. On the 20th of April 1658,
seneschal Preda and sword bearer Barbu, the sons of Dumitru Filişanu, brought 24
sworn boyars who confessed that the villagers from Dârvari, during the ruling of
Alexandru Coconul, had been sold along with the estate42. On the 22nd of April
1658, Mihnea III Radu confirmed the two the possession on the village of Dârvari,
along with the serfs43. The next year, on the 27th of May, the same ruler
reconfirmed to high Steward Preda and sword bearer Barbu the village44. It is not
known how long it remained in the possession of this boyar family, and after this
date the village is no longer mentioned in the documents.
32
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Iablaniţa Village45 was annexed to the landed property of Filişanu family, on
the 11th of February 1637. This year, Matei Basarab confirmed the possession of
great baker Dumitru Filişanu over this village, which he had bought from agha
Stămatie and his grandsons Nicola, Udrea and Ion from Vardeniţa46. On the 15th of
April-4th of May 1649, Dumitru Filişanu made his testament. Through it, he left his
daughter Elina the village of Iablaniţa47. On the 8th of June 1649 Matei Basarab
confirmed to Elina the village of Iablaniţa48. It remained in the possession of this
family until the end of the 17th century, when baker Dumitru Filişanu gave it as
dowry to his daughter Ilinca, when she married baker Preda Brătăşanu49. From
Brătăşanu family, the estate entered in the possession of Maria Băleanu, Barbu
Păianu, Gheorghiţă Păianu and Ioniţă Bibescu. In the period 7th of January-20th of
January 1768, polcovnic (approx. colonel) Ioniţă Filişanu re-bought this estate from
biv vel polcovnic Ioniţă Bibescu50. On the 20th of January 1768, vel ban Ianachie
Hrisoscoleo confirmed to polcovnic Ioniţă Filişanu the possession over the estate
of Iablaniţa. It remained in the possession of this family for short time, because, on
the 18th of July 1774, vtori treasurer Ioniţă Filişanu and his wife Aniţa gave to
Iordache Păianu half of Iablaniţa estate51. On the 30th of May 1781, vtori treasurer
Ioniţă Filişanu sold the other half of the estate of Iablaniţa to biv vel Lord Steward
Iordache Păianu for 425 silver coins52.
Ilovăţ estate entered in the possession of Filişanu boyars, starting with 18261831 after the marriage of Masinca, the daughter of Nicolae Glogoveanu, with
Tache Filişanu53. The censuses from 183154 and 184555 mention as owner of the
village the same Tache Filişanu. In 1864, Ilovăţ estate was in the possession of
Mariei Filişanu56. Maria Filişanu remained a widow, after the death of Al. Mano,
45
It is mentioned in a charter issued on the 30th of May 1583, in which Mihnea Turcitul confirmed
to Drăghici and his grandsons Buzea, Baciul, Ştefan, Pârvu, Radu half of the estate of Iablaniţa, bought
from cup-bearer Pană with 10,300 silver coins (DIR, century XVI, B, vol. V (1581–1590), Bucharest,
Romanian Academy Press, 1952, pp. 123–124)
46
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47
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49
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50
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51
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Tudor Răţoi), Drobeta Turnu Severin, Prier Press, 2003, p. 215.
52
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53
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119–124, p. 167–168; Dumitru I. Popescu, Monografia comunei Ilovăţ, Oradea, Imprimeriei de Vest
Press Publishing, 2001, p. 86.
54
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Press, 2001, p. 8.
55
I. Ionescu, Catagrafia Episcopiei Râmnicului de la 1845 (judeţul Mehedinţi), in “Mitropolia
Olteniei”, year XVII, 1965, no. 9–10, p. 823.
56
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and remarried in 1864 with Baron Francois Hye de Glünek. After the marriage, the
estate of Ilovăţ entered in his possession57.
Nevăţ estate became of part of the landed property of Filişanu boyars in the
period 1826–1831 after the marriage of Masinca, the daughter of Nicolae Glogoveanu,
with Tache Filişanu58. In the years 183159 and 184560 the estate was owned by
Tache Filişanu. It remained in the possession of this boyar family after the year of
1864, when, after Maria Filişanu married Baron Francois Hye de Glunek, it remained
to him.
Rogova village and estate61 joined the possession of Filişanu family on the
th
12 of February 1637, when sword bearer Preda Buzescu, the son of great
cahcellor Theodosie, sold to baker Dumitru Filişanu half of this village62, which he
had it from his uncle ban Preda Buzescu with 900 golden Hungarian coins63. On
the 20th of February 1643, Matei Basarab confirmed to great purveyor Dumitru
Filişanu the possession over half of Rogova64. On the 29th of June 1652, the
metropolitan Ştefan of Hungaro-Wallachia anathematized the boyars and the
leaders of the freeholders who had been picked to choose the estate of Rogova65.
On the 26th of February 1652, Matei Basarab confirmed to vtori equerry Mihai
Filişanu the part of Rogova, bought from his father, purveyor Dumitru Filişanu66.
The other half of Rogova was given by Matei Basarab to the monastery of
Tismana. Short time after the issued charter, Father Superior Nicodim from
Tismana, along with equerry Mihai complained to the ruler that the limits of
Rogova had been trespassed by the people of Necula Glogoveanu. The ruler sent
Pătru, his second gatekeeper, along other boyars to that place, where “they
discovered that those people trespassed on the estate, remaining there to make the
law and to plunder, and therefore, the gatekeeper Pătru required them to pay the
customs tax, according to the law of the land and the country”67. On the 28th of
April 1662, Grigore Ghica gave the monastery of Tismana, to purveyor Preda, and
57
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58
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60
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his brother Barbu, the sons of Filişanu, the village of Rogova “along with all the
land limits and landmarks”. That year, Lord Steward Semen and his brother, sword
bearer Ivan, the sons of baker Necula Glogoveanu, claimed that a part of their
estate, Broscari, was seized, when it was defined the frontier of the village of
Rogova. The ruler appointed, in July, the same year, 24 boyars that would establish
the limits of the two estates. These boundaries were: “In the hillock downwards the
rock form the river bank, in the valley next to the water, and from here continuing
to the beginning of Padina, and from here next to the peak, and Lacul cu Laptele
Sec lake, heading on the road towards the Danube to Copaniput, which is
neighbouring with Iova in the rock”68. On the 7th of July 1662, 24 boyars, along
with “many freeholders’ leaders, good and old people from the region” were
“taken, according to the documents issued by lord Ioan Grigorie Ghica”, in order to
re-establish the limits between the estate of Rogova and the village of Broscari69.
After the document of Mircea Ciobanul from 1546 had been read, which was
referring to the limits of Rogova, the 24 boyars decided that Broscari was to be
bordered “next to Padina Largă and Piscul, to the place that is called Laptele Sec,
and the road to Copaniput, where it is bordered with Hinova, where vel chancellor
Radu and seneschal Pârvu and equerry Vald established it, during the ruling days
of Mircea Voda, but the 24 boyars decided that it would be towards the village of
Oreviţa, the border from the barren hillock should be acknowledged, towards the
valley in the rock from the river bank from the valley next to the water”70. On the
28th of April 1663, Grigore Ghica confirmed to purveyor Preda and sword bearer
Barbu his possession over the part of Rogova estate that they had inherited from
their father, purveyor Dumitru Filişanu71. On the 23rd of June 1669, voivode Antonie
required the six boyars that Barbu Filişanu had chosen, to establish the old borders
of Rogova estate72. The confirmation of sword-bearer Barbu as owner of this half
of the village was also reconfirmed by voivodes Antonie, on the 7th of December
166973 and Grigore Ghica, on the 4th of July 167274. On the 14th of March 1756,
Father Superior Dionisie and Milco Filişanul complained to “the honest vel boyars
and caimacans from the throne of Craiova” that the freeholders from Ţigoreşti and
Ciupăgeşti bordered and seized the limits between the estates of Flămânda and
Rogova75. On the 10th of November 1827, after the argument between the
Freeholders from Hinova and the wife of the lord-steward Anica Filişanu, biv vel
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medelnicer Scarlat Măinescu was appointed to establish the border between the
estates Rogova and Hinova. It started “at the peak next to the lake of Dumitraşco
Dăpţiu, which is a place near the trees from the peak and goes straight to Lacul cu
Laptele Sec and, from the lake, in the rock from the hill”76. Ten days later, it was
also established the border that used to separate the estates of Flămânda and
Rogova. It started “from the lake with the log that stands in the bulrush next to
Ştiubeele and Jiana straight to the lake of Cernăceanu, to the rock from Lăculeţi,
near the pond from the bridge, and from there through the downside pond, to the
hillock with ovens, through the top of Rodoni to the rock next to the oak trees, and
from there through the dens, straight to the lake of Haţâganu, and again to the
orchard of Lapoviţă, in the middle of the elm trees lake, to the rock, and from there
straight down to Băşicuţă and from Băşicuţă straight to the hillock stone”77.
At the beginning of year 1843, the Monastery of Tismana and the cavalry
commander Tache Filişanu addressed to the Civil Council from Craiova, arguing
that Zamfirache Caluda, the owner of Vânjuleţ estate trespassed their part from the
estate of Rogova. The Council sent surveyor Grigorie Otetelişanu to verify the
boundary that was separating the estates of Rogova and Vânjuleţ. Arriving at that
place, he noticed that the limit of Rogova was stretching to Lacul cu Linte, as the
Father Superior of Tismana Monastery and Tache Filişanu were saying. This limit
was also acknowledged by Zamfirache Caluda. Sentencing the suit, the Council
decided that the limit between the two estates would be Lacul cu Linte78. On the 3rd
of April 1843, cup-bearer Dumitru Filişanu asked the authorities from the county
of Mehedinţi to designate a surveyor that would choose his part of the estate of
Rogova. Ion Vâlceleanu was appointed surveyor79. On the 12th of August 1855,
agha Dimitrie Filişanu sold his part from the estate of Rogova to Nicolae Mihail,
for 25,000 silver coins80.
The great number of estates that Filişanu boyars had in the counties of Dolj
and Mehedinţi demonstrates the important economic and social role that they used
to play in the Romanian society.
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