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Abstract: Queen Marie of Romania (b. 1875 – d.1938; Queen of Romania 

between 1914–1927), granddaughter of Queen Victoria of Great Britain, cousin of Tsar 

Nicholas II of Russia, in January 1893 married Prince Ferdinand of Romania, future King 

of Romania (1914–1927). She was proclaimed Queen of Romania alongside her husband 

King Ferdinand on October 11, 1914. She participated, alongside the Romanian people, 

in the Great Reunification War, on the front, in hospitals, etc. She fought for the 

international recognition of the reunification of Greater Romania. She succeeded. On 

October 15, 1922, sovereigns Ferdinand and Maria were crowned as Kings of Greater 

Romania. King Ferdinand himself placed the royal crowns on his and his wife's heads. 

In the next years, Queen Maria participated in all the positive reforms in Romania. After 

King Ferdinand died in 1927, in 1930, his and Queen Maria’s eldest son, Prince Carol II 

came to the Romanian throne. He totally removed his mother from public life, but he 

could not remove her from the people's heart. Queen Marie passed on June 18, 1938 in 

the Pelișor royal castle. She remained in history as one of the great personalities who 

contributed to the formation and international recognition of Greater Romania. 
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It is a short title. I consider that no more should be written. Queen Marie is a 

personality that is still alive in the minds and hearts of all Romanians that were, are, 

and maybe will be in the future. 

She was part of two families that ruled the world – the imperial British family 

and that of the tsars of Great Russia. Her father was Prince Alfred, Duke of 

Edinburgh and Fürst of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha, and her mother was Maria 

Alexandrovna Romanova, daughter of Tsar of Russia Alexander II (1855–1881), 

assassinated in Saint Petersburg in 1881 by nihilists1. Marie’s father was the third 

 
 Professor, PhD., full member of the AOSR; E-mail: rstvergatti@gmail.com 
1 Tsar Alexander II went, every Sunday, to visit the manege of the army at the outskirts of Saint 

Petersburg. The agents of the Ohrana drew attention to the tsar not to go to the manege on that day, 

March 1/13, 1881. The tsar did not listen to the advice that was meant to save his life. On his return 

from the parade of the manege, when crossing the bridge over the Catherine Channel, the tsar’s carriage 

was attacked by a group of pseudo-revolutionaries, nihilists. The first explosion did not injure the tsar, 

but the second caused him to be fatally wounded, despite the attempts of the Cossacks, who formed his 
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son of Queen Victoria (Empress of the British Empire after 1876)2. Alfred was next 

in line to the throne after his brothers Edward and George. Therefore, he had a small 

chance of occupying the throne of the British Empire. 

Born on October 29, 1875, in England, in Eastwell Manor, Kent, Marie (baptised 

Marie Alexandra Victoria), nicknamed Missy, was the eldest daughter and the second 

child of the family. Her mother educated her in an Orthodox spirit, as in the court of the 

tsar, although the little girl was baptised Anglican and lived in an Anglican, British 

environment. When she became a teenager, Marie became very beautiful. She was 

blonde, with sparkling violet-blue eyes. Her first cousin, George, who would rule in 

England under the name King George V (1910–1936), asked for her hand in marriage. 

Marie’s mother was against it. Maria Alexandrovna motivated that the two could not get 

married, since they were too closely related (their fathers were brothers). 

In the year 1891, the King of Romania, Carol I (1866–1914) payed a visit to 

London to see his cousin, Queen Victoria. He was very well received. He was offered 

the highest British decoration, The Most Noble Order of the Garter. The King of 

Romania asked his cousin, Empress Victoria, to mediate a marriage between her 

granddaughter, Marie, and Carol I’s nephew, Ferdinand. The latter was the crown 

prince of the throne in Bucharest. Queen Victoria accepted. For her it was also a 

mariage de raison, since thus she was able to better oversee the Danube Delta and 

the navigation on the Danube River from central Europe to the Black Sea. The crown 

prince of Romania, Ferdinand, came to London. He had a meeting with Princess 

Marie. He was about to ask for her hand in marriage. She left the room laughing and 

declared that there never was a stranger marriage request. The timid Prince 

Ferdinand was quiet most of the time. Their marriage was officiated on January 10, 

1893 (New Style). It had to be delayed for a short while because Marie first had to 

reach her 17th birthday. Their marriage was celebrated in the imperial German castle 

of Sigmaringen. Their godfather was Marie’s cousin, the last emperor of Germany, 

Wilhelm II (1888–1918). The marriage was completed in three ceremonies: the first, 

civil, by the imperial chamberlain, the next in the Catholic rite (of the groom) at the 

city’s cathedral, and, finally, in the Sigmaringen Castle, in the Anglican rite, that of 

the bride. After a short honeymoon, spent in Germany in a hunting castle belonging 

to Ferdinand’s father, the two young people left for Romania. During their trip, they 

made a short stop in Vienna. There, Marie was the guest of honour of Emperor Franz-

Joseph (1848–1916). It was once again seen then that the marriage had the 

characteristics of a political arrangement, that was to solve the “Eastern question”. 

 
guard, of protecting him. The explosions killed four people and injured over 20 (acc. Assassinat – 

l'Empereur de Russie, in “Le Figaro”, March 14, 1881, No. 73, p. 1). 
2 Following the decree of taking over the government of India by the British Crown in 1858, 

Queen Victoria was lawfully proclaimed, on May 1, 1876, Empress of India, a title transmitted to her 

successors to the throne of Great Britain until 1947. British Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli Lord 

Beaconsfield was the one that encouraged Queen Victoria to assume this title, Great Britain officially 

becoming an Empire. Until then, it was unofficial. 
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In Bucharest, King Charles I behaved coldly with the two young people. Later they 

were given the Cotroceni Palace, so that they could live separately from him. Next to it, 

Ferdinand would later have made an impressive botanical garden to satisfy his botanical 

passion. On October 3/15, 1893, the crown couple fulfilled their dynastic obligation: 

Marie gave birth to the first child of the crown couple of Romania, a son, Carol, future 

King Carol II (1930–1940). The succession to the throne of Romania was insured. He 

was also the first heir to the throne to be born on Romanian land. On October 29, despite 

the will and wish of King Carol I, the provisions of the Constitution were enforced and 

the heir to the throne was baptised Orthodox by Metropolitan-Primate Ghenadie 

Petrescu. Immediately after having given birth, Marie started to ride often on the fields 

around the palace, next to the border guard school. She had a violent discussion with 

King Carol I. Marie showed him that she could not stay closed in the Cotroceni Palace. 

She was to get to know the country and the people that she was to rule over. There 

followed long trips through Romania, by raft, by boat, by carriage, by train. She also 

learned Romanian very well. In 1896, together with her husband, Prince Ferdinand, she 

left for Saint Petersburg to assist in the coronation of her cousin, Nicholas II, who was 

the last tsar of Russia (1894–1917). Upon her leaving she took defence of the future tsar. 

“Nicky is not tall and beautiful as his relatives are, but is quite spiritual, pleasant and 

intelligent in a conversation”, she would declare later. In Saint Petersburg she was 

impressed by the magnificence and luxury at the court of the tsars. She, who came from 

the British Empire, but was Russian on her mother’s side, declared that she had never 

seen such splendour in ceremony. 

Marie was constantly involved in the Romanian life. In 1913, during the 

Second Balkan War, when no battle was made, she participated alongside the two 

great famous doctors Dr Ion Cantacuzino and Dr Victor Babeş in the fight against 

the cholera epidemic. She took care of the sick with an unequalled devotion. She 

built a hospital from her own money. This was a deed that made her dear to the 

Romanian soul. On June 1, 1914, the magnificent yacht Standardt of Tsar Nicholas 

of Russia arrived in the port of Constanţa. Marie again shined with her beauty and 

her attire. In her memories she rather wickedly remarked that the four daughters of 

the tsar were pleasant, natural, lacking emphasis, but not very well dressed. She saw 

how her youngest daughter, little Ileana, amused tsarevich Alexey, heir to the throne 

of Russia, a very sick child. There was even a marriage project between Prince Carol 

and Grand Duchess Olga, one of the daughters of the Tsar, but the young people did 

not like each other, the project was not completed and, besides, Marie did not quite 

agree with it. During his visit to Romania, the Tsar drew attention to King Carol I 

that, if something was to happen in Serbia and Romania was to intervene against 

Serbia, Russia would not remain indifferent. This was a direct threat towards 

Romania, who was requested to remain neutral. Apparently, with no interference 

from Russia, on June 28, 1914, the heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary, Archduke 

Franz Ferdinand and his wife, Grand Duchess Sophia, were murdered in Sarajevo in 

an attempt made by Serbian revolutionaries. This was the spark that ignited the fire 
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of the World War I. On July 28, 1914, the War erupted. In Romania on July 

21/August 3, 1914, in Sinaia, there was held the Crown Council convoked by King 

Carol I, to establish the attitude of Romania towards the new war. Crown Princess 

Marie pleaded, through the taciturn attitude of her husband, for the acceptance of the 

position of Prime Minister Ion I. C. Brătianu. He asked that Romania would remain 

neutral for the time being. So, the Crown Council of Sinaia proclaimed Romania's 

neutrality. King Carol I, profoundly affected by this situation, died on October 10, 

1914, at the Peleş Palace in Sinaia. The second day, on October 11, 1914, the 

Parliament proclaimed Ferdinand and Marie as King and Queen of Romania. 

Her desire and request to adhere to the Entente was finally fulfilled. During the 

night of August 14–15, 1916, or, better said, on the day of Saint Mary (Feast of the 

Assumption), Romania entered the War against Austria-Hungary, on the side of the 

Triple Entente. The Romanian army was insufficiently prepared. Queen Marie 

however fought to support the Romanians on the battle front. Oltenian politician 

Constantin Argetoianu of Craiova, renowned for having a pen dripping with the acid, 

wrote the following about Marie: 

“No matter how many mistakes Queen Marie well hed made, before and 

after the war, the war remains her page, a page in which she can take pride, a 

page that will be set in history at a place of honour. We find her in the trenches 

between the combatants of the forward rows, we find her in the hospitals and in 

all the sanitary places among the wounded and the sick. We find her in all the 

meetings that attempted to do some right. She did not know fear of the bullets 

and bombs, as she did not know fear or disgust of the plague or lack of patience 

towards the efforts that were so often useless, provoked by her desire for having 

better. Queen Marie fulfilled her duty on all the fronts of her activities, but most 

of all on that of the encouragement and raising of morale of those that 

surrounded her and that had to decide, in the most tragic moments, the fate of 

the country and its people. It can be affirmed that, during our wandering through 

Moldova, Queen Marie embodied the highest aspirations of the Romanian 

conscience. By the way in which she influenced, in 1916, the entering of 

Romania in the war and again in 1918, when almost only due to her, King 

Ferdinand did not ratify the disastrous Peace of Bucharest, the Queen took her 

place as founder of Greater Romania and as one of the greatest personalities of 

our national history”3. 

The mistakes that Constantin Argetoianu was referring to were, of course, 

regarding her insistence and influence in the transportation of the Romanian Treasure 

to Russia during the War. He referred especially to the second transport from the 

summer of 1917, when the February Revolution had already taken place in Russia, 

that led to the abdication of Tsar Nicholas II. 

 
3 Constantin Argetoianu, Pentru cei de mâine. Amintiri din vremea celor de ieri, vol. 3, 

Humanitas Publishing, Bucharest, 1992, p. 109. 
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However, during the time of the War, Queen Marie had proven herself to be 

wonderful for Romania and for all the Romanians, however dramatic the situation 

of the country had become. She went to the front, along with the soldiers, she fought 

beside them, she organised the ambulance service, she founded hospitals, she 

devotedly took care of the wounded, she did not shy away from even the most 

difficult tasks, and she did not take cover from the greatest dangers. Besides, she 

knew how to face, with exemplary courage, even disease, even the Spanish flu 

epidemic. She had also suffered from that terrible flu. Being lucky and with a strong 

organism, she was able to recover. Her actions led to her being called “the mother of 

the wounded” ones. In 1917, heading her regiment, “The Blue Regiment”, she halted 

the actions of the Bolshevised Russian armies to dethrone King Ferdinand4. She was 

the one who influenced King Ferdinand to come to the trenches before the peasant 

soldiers and to promise the assignment of land immediately after the war was over. 

As Queen Marie observed, her relatives that occupied the imperial throne of Russia 

and Russian Prime Minister Boris Vladimirovici Stürmer, had been profoundly 

wrong, since instead of making reforms, they started repressions. She considered that 

if rural reforms would have been made, the Russian Revolution would have 

immediately extinguished “as a fire not being fed”5. She was also the one that, in 

December 1917, stopped her husband, King Ferdinand, from signing the separate 

peace with Germany. Before Prime Minister Ion I. C. Brătianu and Barbu Ştirbey, 

she called Ferdinand a “mămăligă”, a weak man, and said that she did not marry a 

traitor of the Romanian people. That he cannot sign the peace with Germany. She 

was supported in her unwavering action by her son, Prince Carol, heir to the throne. 

On March 3, 1918, during the Crown Council, he supported his mother, opposing 

the peace with Germany. This was an act that greatly helped Romania at the end of 

the war, in the signing of the peace treaties. At that time, Queen Marie again had a 

beneficial role for Romania. Before signing the treaties at Versailles, she left for 

Paris. She met with Georges Clemenceau. She won the French leader over for the 

Romanian side. Then she left for London. There, on the throne, there was her cousin, 

King George V, that had once asked for her hand in marriage. She was very well 

received at the British court. English Prime Minister Lloyd George listened to her 

and promised her his support in the formation of Greater Romania. The Queen did 

much, enormously, for her country. She had to obtain coronation for Greater 

Romania. It was a symbolic act. It was necessary for it to be full of grandeur, to 

impress and celebrate with the people in the Kingdom of Romania and the new 

provinces that were united with it. For Queen Marie it was a difficult moment. She 

did not have any of her jewellery anymore, it was taken to Russia along with the 

Romanian Treasure. The thought of buying new jewellery was considered. It was a 

 
4 René Chambe, Route sans horizon – les eaux sanglantes du beau Danube bleu, Plon 

Publishing, Paris, 1981, p. 187. 
5 Ibidem, pp. 187–188. 



288  Radu-Ștefan VERGATTI 

 

period of great difficulty, since Romania was after the War, that was devastating for 

it. In the days of 1920, Queen Marie saw, at her sister Victoria Melita, nicknamed 

Ducky, with which she had grown up, a resplendent sapphire diadem. It was named 

Kokoshnik. It was gifted to her sister by Grand Duchess Maria Pavlovna. Ducky was 

married to Grand Duke Kirill Vladimirovich Romanov, former chamberlain of the 

Russian Imperial Palace. The family of Queen Marie’s sister was going through a 

rough period from a financial point of view: they made great efforts to save their 

lives from Russia. Marie hurriedly bought this Kokoshnik sapphire tiara for herself 

and other pieces of imperial jewellery for her daughter-in-law, Princess Helen of 

Greece, who was to marry future King Carol II. At the same time, Queen Marie and 

King Ferdinand alone were to ensure a trousseau of jewellery to their daughter, 

Mignon, who was marrying the heir to the throne of Greece and, as Marie wrote in 

her memoires, did not have a royal diadem. 

The Kokoshnik tiara was decorated with resplendent sapphires. It was created 

in a traditional Russian shape. To assort this sapphire tiara, Queen Marie was offered 

for sale a a diamond and platinum necklace, in which there was mounted as a single 

pendant the largest sapphire ever cut in the world (even today), a splendid 478.63 

karat blue jewel. King Ferdinand offered Cartier – the creators of the necklace – 

1.375.000 gold Swiss Francs, paid in four instalments. The necklace with the 

enormous sapphire was a piece of jewellery worthy of the coronation of the Queen 

of Greater Romania6. The tiara however – with its typical Russian shape – less so. 

Thus, the problem of the crowns to be worn at the ceremony in Alba Iulia. On 

October 15, 1922, there was to be officially, pompously celebrated the coronation of 

the King and Queen of Greater Romania. 

The crown of King Ferdinand existed already. It was the royal crown made for 

King Carol I. It was crafted from the steel of a Turkish cannon captured during the 

battle of Plevna in 1877, in the War of Independence of Romania. For Marie 

however, renowned artist and also jewellery designer Costin Petrescu was asked to 

design the crown. He took inspiration from the crown of Lady Despina Milica, sitting 

next to her husband, Voivode Neagoe Basarab (1512-1521), in the votive painting at 

the Episcopal Church in Curtea de Argeş. The crown, made from gold extracted from 

the mountains of Romania, was made in the Parisian atelier Falize. The crown of the 

Queen had two pendentives on its sides. On one there was engraved the coat of arms 

of Romania. On the other, the descendance of Marie from the House of Edinburgh. 

 
6 Queen Maria bequeathed to King Mihai I of Romania the platinum and diamond necklace in 

which was mounted the largest sapphire in the world; after the forced abdication, in New York, the 

former King Mihai I had to sell the sapphire to the jewelry house Harry Winston. From there, it was 

bought by a Greek shipping tycoon. The sapphire was presented by him to Queen Friederika of Greece, 

wife of King Paul I of Greece (1947–1964) and cousin of King Mihai I of Romania. Queen Friederika 

of Greece appeared in 1964 at lavish ceremonies wearing the famous sapphire with another necklace 

around her neck. In 2003, the sapphire reappeared at a Christie's auction in Geneva. The name of the 

seller and the buyer remained anonymous. In 2013–2014, the sapphire reappeared in public at two 

exhibitions – one in Paris, the other in Canberra. 
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The pendentives are ornaments typical for the crowns of the Byzantine basilei. They 

are intended to show a continuity between the tradition of the Romanian rulers and 

the kings of Romania. The crown is decorated with ancient cosmic symbols, that can 

be found in the Romanian clothing and popular architecture, as well as with ears of 

wheat – a symbol of the fertility of the Romanian soil, beside which there are 

gammadions. 

It had been decided that the coronation of the kings of Greater Romania was 

to take place on October 15, 1922, in the city of Alba Iulia, since it was a symbol as 

well. From there, Michael the Brave (1593–1601) had proclaimed and completed the 

union of all Romanians. For the coronation festivities remarkable preparations were 

made in a very short time. Among others, there was made a road from the train station 

to the plateau of the Alba Citadel, where there also was the Catholic Cathedral, the 

largest Romanic monument in south-eastern Europe. On the plateau there was built, 

in only two years, an Orthodox Cathedral, made specially for the coronation. The 

church of the Cathedral Complex project and construction were handed to architect 

Petre Antonescu7. Its painting was the work of Costin Petrescu. An evening before 

the Coronation Ceremony, on October 14, 1922, the crowns of the kings and the 

mace-sceptre of the sovereign were brought and deposed in the altar of the Orthodox 

Cathedral of Alba Iulia. Thus, they were sanctified for the ceremony. The following 

morning, at 10 o’clock, the two sovereigns entered the cathedral. A Te Deum service 

was officiated, then the king and queen, dressed with splendid cloaks, specially made 

for this occasion, exited the cathedral for the coronation ceremony. The cloak of 

King Ferdinand, made of silk velvet, was embroidered in Vienna. It is still preserved 

today, floor-length, bordered with white Hermine, of which an ample collar was also 

made. On the back of this garnet-red cloak, there were embroidered with silk and 

golden thread the heraldic signs of all the historical regions of the country. Beside 

them, there were embroidered the signs of the coat of arms of the House of 

Hohenzollern-Bavaria. On the cloak of the King there were also embroidered the 

symbols of the Order of Michael the Brave, the highest Romanian military 

decoration, created in 1917 by King Ferdinand I. The cloak of Queen Marie, 

however, is a Romanian work in its entirety. Also drawn by Costin Petrescu, who 

was inspired by the votive portraits at the Secu Monastery, her cloak was handmade, 

woven and embroidered at the School of sericulture and weaving of Bucharest, 

where the director was Professor Elena Niculescu Frunzeanu. The cloak of the Queen 

is made of silk brocade. On it there were woven with silk and golden thread, with 

semi-precious stones, the symbols of the great historical regions of Romania. Along 

them – the symbols of the Houses of Hohenzollern and Coburg, from which the king 

and queen of Romania were originating. At the upper side there was the white cross 

 
7 The project and management of the work on the Alba Iulia Coronation Cathedral fell to the 

architect Victor G. Ştefănescu, and the plans of the church – to the architect Petre Antonescu (cf. C. 

Argetoianu, op. cit., vol. VI–6 (1919–1922), Bucharest, Machiavelli Publishing, 1996, pp. 263–264. 
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of Queen Marie, and the ornaments rise to form a symbolic M, crowned. It is to 

represent the name of Queen Marie, crowned Queen of Greater Romania. The long 

cloak, with a 7-metre-long train, is bordered by a white Hermine band. During the 

process of coronation of the king of Greater Romania, King Ferdinand was also 

handed a symbol of his monarchical power. He was given a mace. He was not handed 

a sceptre, since it was a symbol of the Occidental world, dominated by the Catholic 

faith. There were some politicians, like Iuliu Maniu, who had asked for the sceptre 

to be used as a symbol. They were not listened to. As a protest, they did not take part 

in the great celebration of the Romanian nation, the coronation. The drawing after 

which the royal mace was made, a symbol of the monarch’s power, was also the 

work of Costin Petrescu. He was inspired, this time as well, by the paintings in the 

churches, by the charters, by the museums in which there were represented the old 

maces of the great voivodes that made the glory of the Romanians. The Romanian 

royal mace was made from gold found in the Carpathian Mountains. It was adorned 

with pearls and small precious stones. A medieval mace was reproduced, having an 

aquila with a cross dominating its top. The handle of the mace had a cylindrical 

shape, decorated with vegetal and geometrical motives, placed in an edging that 

surrounds the body of the mace in a spiral formed by gold, silver and azure stone 

elements. Immediately under the aquila, at the upper side, the mace has a golden 

globe – the stylised body of the aquila – framed by silver meridians. Every sector of 

the globe of the mace is decorated with the cypher of King Ferdinand. Within every 

royal cypher there is a string of five pearls. The globe is supported by four women, 

dressed in popular Romanian clothing. Under every such small statuette that supports 

the globe there is an inscription: Romania, Bessarabia, Transylvania, Bucovina. The 

body of the mace has inscribed, between the gold and silver spirals, the following 

text: “H.R.H. KING FERDINAND OF ALL THE ROMANIANS, GIFTED THIS 

MACE IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE WAR FROM 1916 TO 1919 FOR THE 

EMANCIPATION AND UNION OF THE ENTIRE ROMANIAN PEOPLE”8. 

This clothing, crowns and mace, are extraordinary realisations, unique and full 

of significance for the celebration of the coronation of the rulers of Greater Romania. 

The two sovereigns walked towards the baldaquin before the church, where 

the crowns were awaiting them, brought by the President of the Senate, Mihail 

Ferechide, and the President of the Chamber of the Representatives, Mihail G. 

Orleanu. There, King Ferdinand took the crown of steel and placed it on his head by 

himself, according to the Napoleonic custom, that became tradition. Then, Queen 

Marie kneeled before him, and the King placed the gold crown on her head. The 

crowd that was watching the ceremony on the plateau exploded in cheers, the bells 

of the churches were pulled, and 101 cannon salvoes were fired. They announced the 

 
8 Acc. Cartea Încoronării. Album comemorativ al Încoronărei MM.LL Regele Ferdinand şi 

Regina Maria la Alba Iulia în 2/15 octomvrie 1922, Alba Iulia-Bucureşti, 15–16 octombrie 1922, 

Carmen Sylva Typography, Bucharest, 1923, passim. 
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coronation to the public. King Ferdinand, under the baldaquin, signed the 

Proclamation of Coronation: 

“We, Ferdinand I, King of Romania, heir to the throne by right of 

inheritance in the day of September 28, 1914 (Old Style, our note), after the 

passing of Our celebrated uncle Carol I, He who with the help of great patriots, 

by the wisdom and courage of the people and the bravery of the armies 

conquered independence and founded the kingdom. I started with the blessing 

of God Our Reign in hard days of great danger but also of great hope. 

Our first worry was that the people ahead of which the heavenly 

providence placed Me would not lose the occasion to ensure the right to live 

untruncated and self-standing. 

The fight, the sacrifice and all the labour of the past generations, that 

through the centuries succeeded in gradually but surely raising the solid building 

of Our independent state lit My horizon and fortified My soul for the fulfilment 

of My holy duty as lord and Romanian, with faith in God and in the life force of 

the people. 

Urged by the word of the entire people and helped by the council of those 

that with faith have yielded to the Country and the Throne, I have carried on the 

war for the completion of the people and conquering the tribulations I have seen 

completed the national unity so long awaited. 

On the day of April 9, 1918, Bessarabia united to its motherland; on the 

day of November 28, 1918, Bucovina returned to its ancestral hearth and in Alba 

Iulia, on the day of December 1, 1918, Banat, Transylvania and the Hungarian 

parts declared themselves in one voice united for eternity to the Romanian 

Kingdom. 

To summon the blessing of God over these great deeds from which there 

became Greater Romania and to consecrate them before our dear people, We 

have all gathered in Alba Iulia, the ancient citadel of Roman Dacia and the glory 

of Michael the Brave and here, today, October 15, 1922, witnessed by the 

members of the royal Family, the representatives of the Sovereigns and the allied 

and friendly countries, the Senate and the Chamber of Representatives, the 

captains of the army, the members of all the constituted parts of the country and 

the Romanian Academy and the Universities, the delegations of the urban and 

rural communes from the entire country and the representatives of all rites, We  

have crowned ourselves, I and My dear wife Marie, the partaker of the suffering 

and joy of myself and the country. 

So that the memory of this day remains unforgotten we have made and 

undersigned in the ninth year of our rule, this here document. 

FERDINAND 

MARIE” 

The ceremony in Alba Iulia was a great celebration for the town and for the entire 

Romania. At the end of the day, King Ferdinand and Queen Marie got on the royal train 

and left for Bucharest. The second day, they reached the Mogoşoaia station. They went 

towards the Metropolitan. There, there were beginning the coronation celebrations in 
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Bucharest. It was a rainy day, but the streets of the city were filled by a crowd that wanted 

to participate in the coronation. It was a long convoy, from the Metropolitan to the Arch 

of Triumph. Its construction, due to the short time, was temporary. Architect Petre 

Antonescu did not have the necessary time to complete the edifice with definitive 

materials. This would be made later, in 1936. Nevertheless, the celebration in the capital 

was also full of grandeur and significance. There was remarked that, during the 

manifestations, symbolic groups paraded, representing the great moments of the history 

of the Romanians. The “interpreters” were the people originating from the historical 

regions that were being represented themselves, and the authenticity of the evocations 

was highly appreciated. There also paraded all the mayors of Greater Romania, which 

was again impressive, each coming with the signs and attire of their own town or region. 

Queen Marie continued the action of promoting Romania internationally. In 1926, 

together with two of her children – Princess Ileana and Prince Nicholas – she visited the 

United States of America. It was a remarkable and very successful journey. The Queen 

was impressed by this country, always moving and developing, and the Americans were 

impressed by the charm and bright personality of the Queen of Romania. 

But in the following year, 1927, both the country and Queen Marie suffered a 

great loss. On July 20, 1927, King Ferdinand the Unifier died. He was followed to 

the throne by King Michael. He was only 5 years and a half. In the country there was 

assembled a regency council, according to the Constitution. In it there were Patriarch 

Miron Cristea, President of the Cassation Court Gheorghe Buzdugan, and Prince 

Nicholas. King Michael, born on October 1921, could not rule by himself, being 

underage. There were some that accused Queen Marie for not taking part in the 

regency council. It was not allowed. The Constitution of the country forbade it. The 

heir to the throne, the major son of Queen Marie, Prince Carol, had renounced the 

throne. He openly declared that he would live as he wanted, since twenty years away 

from that time all the neighbouring countries, including Romania, would become 

republics. Nonetheless, in 1930, on June 8, Carol returned to the country. He was 

supported by the army and by some of the politicians, those that were in the National 

Peasants’ Party. He was immediately recognised and enthroned. Queen Marie was 

removed by her son, Carol II, from the rule of the country. Then Queen Marie left 

for her daughters, who were queens of Yugoslavia and Greece, respectively. For this 

reason she was nicknamed “the mother-in-law of the Balkans”. Being demoralised 

by the unjust attitude of her son, Marie turned her attention somewhat towards a new 

faith, Baha’i. However, Queen Marie was already grinded by a merciless disease, 

cancer. On July 18, 1938, after asking permission to return to Romania, to the Pelişor 

Castle, Queen Marie left for a better world. 

In her testament she wrote that her heart was to be put in a casket and preserved 

in the small church Stella Maris, in the garden of the palace that she had built in 

Balchik. In 1940, when the Quadrilateral – and Balchik – were taken over by the 

Bulgarian state, the casket with her heart was taken to Bran. Then to Peleş. The 

Communist clerks in the museums, especially those at Peleş, had raped the casket and 
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defiled the heart of the queen… It was a terrible gesture. The casket was then taken to 

the National Museum of Romanian History. From 2015, with a special ceremony, it 

returned to the Golden Room of the Pelişor Castle, where the queen passed. 

For that which Queen Marie had done for the Romanian people, for the 

resistance of the statehood against the counteroffensive of the Central Powers and 

Bolshevism, for the union after the World War I, when the land of the country became 

more wet with the blood of the soldiers than with rain and Greater Romania was born, 

she is worthy of an hymn of praise from the soul of the entire Romanian people. 

ILLUSTRATIONS  

(sources: the author’s collection, Gallica BNFr, Library of Congress,  

The Coronation Album) 

1. Father of the future Queen Marie of 

Romania – Alfred, Duke of Edinburgh, 

Prince of Saxe Coburg and Gotha 

 

 2. Mother of the future Queen Marie of 

Romania – Maria Alexandrovna Romanova, 

daughter of Tsar Alexander II (1855–1881), 

assassinated on March 1/13, 1881, in the city 

of Saint Petersburg 
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3. Paternal grandmother of Marie – Queen 

Victoria of Great Britain (1830–1901) 

 

 4. Future Queen Marie of Romania and 

her cousin, future King George V of Great 

Britain 

 

 
5. The marriage of Prince Ferdinand, heir to the throne of the Kingdom of Romania and 

of Princess Marie on January 10, 1893 (New Style), Sigmaringen 
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6. The imperial family of Russia and the royal family of Romania on June 1, 1914,  

during their visit to Constanţa 

 

 

7. Queen Marie, her daughters and Sybille Chrisoveloni, as nurses resting on the steps  

of the hospital-manor of Ghidgeni, behind the lines of the battle front 



296  Radu-Ștefan VERGATTI 

 

8. Queen Marie in Paris, arriving to the Peace Conference in Versailles 
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9. The coronation of King Ferdinand and Queen Marie on October 15, 1922, Alba Iulia 
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10. Queen Marie, with Princess Ileana and Prince Nicholas during their visit to the USA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
11. Queen Marie being enthusiastically received in Chicago 
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11. Balchik, The Stella Maris Church, where Queen Marie wanted to have her heart 

placed after her death 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Argetoianu, C., Pentru cei de mâine. Amintiri din vremea celor de ieri, vol. 3, Humanitas Publishing, 

Bucharest, 1992. 

Assassinat – l'Empereur de Russie, in “Le Figaro”, No. 73, March 14, 1881. 

Cartea Încoronării. Album comemorativ al Încoronărei MM.LL Regele Ferdinand şi Regina Maria la 

Alba Iulia în 2/15 octomvrie 1922, Alba Iulia-Bucureşti, 15–16 octombrie 1922, Carmen Sylva 

Typography, Bucharest, 1923. 

Chambe, R., Route sans horizon – les eaux sanglantes du beau Danube bleu, Plon Publishing, Paris, 

1981. 

  


