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Mihaela Albu, Camelia Zabava, Simona Lazir, Mihaela Barbieru (coord.), Centru si
margine. Culturd si civilizatie in spatiul sud-est european (Center and Edge.
Culture and Civilization in the South-East Europe), Cluj-Napoca, Cluj University
Press, 2024, 432 p., ISBN: 978-606-37-2431-2

The volume Center and Edge. Culture and
Civilization in the South-East Europe, published
by Presa Universitara Clujeand Publishing House
in 2024, is a large-scale collective endeavor, which
brings together the scientific contributions made at

the International Conference of the same name CENTRU §I MARGINE.

held in Craiova from 27-28 October 2023. The = CULTURA $I CIVILIZATIE
IN SPATIUL SUD-EST EUROPEAN

event was organized under the aegis of several

academic institutions from Romania, Serbia and WIRELAALBU
Bulgaria, including the Romanian Language TR
Institute, the University “Saints Cyril and -
Methodius” of Veliko Tarnovo, the University of
Novi Sad and the Institute of Socio-Human
Research in Craiova — C. S. Nicolaescu-Plopsor, of
the Romanian Academy. WV e i

The coordinators of the volume — Mihaela Rl A\ ; PRESA NVERSAR CLUEA
Albu, Camelia Zabavi, Simona Laziar and Mihaela " =
Barbieru — propose a balanced thematic organization, which captures the diversity of cultural,
historical and linguistic interference in the South-East European space, approached from the
perspective of the “center-margin” binomial. The work is structured in five thematic sections,
reflecting a clear orientation towards interdisciplinary: Romanian cultural press beyond the
margins of the country (pp. 15-69); Center-margin relations reflected in identity and cultural
aspects (pp. 75-165); Cultural permanence and interference in South-Eastern Europe
(pp. 175-283); Interculturality and multiculturalism in literature (pp. 293-337); Linguistic
and cultural interferences (pp. 345-423). The volume is supplemented by a Note on the
edition (p. 11), a Foreword (pp. 13-14) providing the scientific and organizational background
of the work, and a Tabula gratulatoria (pp. 431-432).

The first thematic section opens with a wide-ranging study by Mihaela Albu
dedicated to the Romanian literary press in exile between 1948 and 1989, which constitutes
a remarkable contribution to the post-war cultural history of Romanians. The author offers
a documented analysis of the publishing phenomenon in the diaspora, capitalizing on rare
and often ignored sources, such as the magazines Destin, Fiinta romdneasca or Almanahul
Pribegilor Roméani, emphasizing their role in preserving cultural memory and national
identity in the context of ideological repression in communist Romania.

This is followed by a series of studies focusing on aspects of identity and culture in
the Romanian and Balkan areas. Contributions such as that of Iulia Rabinca, on the image
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of women in the Gumelnita culture or the analysis made by the Mihaela Barbieru, on the
under-representation of women in the Romanian political space, propose a critical
perspective on gender roles in the historical context. Simona Lazir explores from an
archaeological angle the role of the Danube as an axis of communication in prehistory,
while lleana Cioarec uses important archival sources to reconstruct the history of the
religious foundations of the Crasnaru boyars.

The third section focuses on themes of cultural geopolitics and transnational
interferences. The study signed by Bogdan Alexandru Schipor dedicated to the forms of
regional security in the Balkans at the beginning of the Second World War, stands out for its
analytical coherence and solid international bibliography. Other valuable contributions are the
studies on the Romania-Sweden cultural collaboration (Andreea Dahlquist), on the Romanian-
Bulgarian cultural interferences (Camelia Zabava), the refugee merchants in Craiova during
the Second World War (Narcisa-Maria Mitu) or on the “Alexandru and Aristia Aman”
Foundation, in Craiova, a study signed by the Diana-Mihaela Paunoiu and Anca Ceausescu,
and which reconstructs the history of the institution on the basis of a vast bibliography.

The fourth section brings together contributions that investigate cultural and
linguistic interferences through the prism of the literary text, offering varied examples from
Romanian, French, Serbian and other literatures. The four studies included here pursue the
phenomena of interculturality and multiculturalism not only in a theoretical sense, but
especially by analyzing concrete works, authors and historical contexts. Thus, Marina Cap-
Bun opens the section with an applied study on the play Take, lanke and Cadir, highlighting
the ability of theater to mediate cultural values and stereotypes, Virginia Popovi¢ and
Marina Puia-Badescu sign a relevant article on the poetic translations from Romanian into
Serbian and vice versa in Vojvodina, the text highlighting the role of translators in building
“spiritual bridges” and in supporting a Romanian poetry of minority expression, and
Marinicé Tiberiu Schiopu approaches the legend Varlaam and Ioasaf as a religious novel of
synthesis between East and West, emphasizing the syncretic valences of the text and the
narrative circulation in multiple cultural spaces.

The fifth section organically completes the volume, providing a detailed approach to
the relationships between language, identity and geographical and cultural space. It is a highly
scholarly section, providing valuable resources for researchers interested in applied
linguistics, onomastics, interculturality and beyond. Particularly noteworthy is the study
authored by the lustina Nica (Burci), on the frequency of anthroponyms in Oltenia, as well as
the contribution of Adelina-luliana lliescu, on Greek elements in Christian anthroponymy.

The volume is distinguished not only by the thematic variety and the quality of the
contributions, but also by the effort to bring researchers from different cultural and
institutional areas into a dialog, proposing a model of collaborative research in a European
space marked by common history and plurality of identity. Publication under the aegis of a
prestigious academic publishing house such as Presa Universitard Clujeana guarantees
compliance with editorial rules and scientific requirements. Due to its multidisciplinary and
international character, the work contributes substantially to a better understanding of the
Balkans as a space of synthesis and tension between the center and the margin, between
tradition and modernity, between local and global.

Georgeta GHIONEA
Romanian Academy, Institute of Socio-Human
Research from Craiova — C.S. Nicolaescu-Plopsor
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Dinica Ciobotea, Tudor Ratoi, Episcopia Severinului si Strehaiei. Monografia Eclesiastica
(The Diocese of Severin and Strehaia. An Ecclesiastical Monograph), Didahia
Severin Publishing House, 2023, 1,054 pages.

In 2023, Didahia-Severin Publishing House, Dinicd Ciobotea - Tudor Rétoi
with the blessing of His Eminence Bishop Nicodim iB]plgmpm Q‘%Z\[ERINULUI
of Severin and Strehaia, published the work titled SI S STREHAIEI
The Diocese of Severin and Strehaia. An —— -

Ecclesiastical Monograph. This volume is dedicated
to the eparchy that ecclesiastically administers the
territory of Mehedinti County. It is “the result of an
initiative launched at the Eparchial Assembly in
January 2019, when it was decided that such an
endeavor should be one of the ways to
commemorate 650 years since the establishment, in
1370, of the Metropolis of Severin, the second
eparchy of this rank in Wallachia” (p. 3). The task of
compiling the work fell to two authors, Dinica
Ciobotea and Tudor Rétoi, who possess extensive
experience accumulated over years of historical
research. They presented the hierarch with a
comprehensive project, structured to offer interested readers a clear and thorough picture of
the religious life experienced by the people in this part of the country.

The authors started from the premise that their endeavor needed to be based, on one
hand, on existing documentary and bibliographic sources, and on the other, on what the
places of worship in the county could offer as documented, orally transmitted, and current
factual information.

Under the given circumstances, the first step taken by the authors was to create a
questionnaire structured around a set of ten indicators. This working tool was then distributed
through the Eparchial Center of the Diocese of Severin and Strehaia to all subordinate
parishes. It's self-evident that the information requested through the questionnaire covered a
variety of aspects. Thus, historical data regarding the eparchy's parishes were considered, as
were all parish churches and their filial churches within their area, their founders and
founding years, patron saints, votive paintings, architectural plans, interior and exterior
paintings, the names of the painters, repairs and restorations over time, belonging assets (land
properties, cemeteries, monuments, libraries, books and icons, iconostasis, choir stalls,
vestments, and other liturgical objects, etc.), the localities they belonged to or belong to and
their documentary attestations, ecclesiastical staff over time (priests, cantors, and church
wardens), vanished villages, important events in the history of localities and parishes, lists of
heroes' names from the locality/localities where the places of worship operate, cemeteries,
graves, and monuments of heroes, graves and monuments dedicated to historical figures,
inscriptions on crosses and wayside crosses, founder's inscriptions, references from foreign or
Romanian travelers (writers and historians), etc. Images of the holy places were also
requested, from which at least one image of each was selected and included in the text.

It should be noted, however, that in addition to the information obtained through this
method, the authors had access to a substantial archival base preserved and administered at
the National Archives in Mehedinti, within the fund of the Deanery of Mehedinti
County/Turnu Severin, with archival materials from a long period, 1836-1942. This provided
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valuable references regarding the places of worship, their trajectory over time, their servants,
important events, material base, patrimony, faithful, etc. In terms of significance, these
documents, supplemented by the relevant bibliography (which is sufficiently rich but
quantitatively differentiated based on the importance of the locality and the age and prestige
of the place of worship), formed the solid foundation that allowed for the elaboration of this
significant work for the history of southwestern Romania and beyond.

The monograph's editor is Mihai-Viorel Corcodel, a cultural counselor within the
Eparchial Center. The photographs were taken by Father Marian-Alin Gigina, and the
layout was created by graphic designer Viorel lanasi.

On the front cover, there's a partial view of Vodita Monastery, Varciorova commune
(built between 1370-1372 by Saint Nicodim of Tismana, at the expense of VVoivode Vladislav ).
In the background, the mountain adjacent to the settlement is visible (on the Eastern side), and in
the foreground, a partial image of the ruins of the old stone church, through whose wall the spire
of the new wooden church (built between 1995-2001) can be seen. This image was intended by
the photographer to juxtapose past and present, old and new at Vodita, and essentially, to show
the continuity of religious life for those who lived yesterday and today in this beautiful region of
Romania.

The back cover features a part of the wall of the church at Topolnita Monastery, [zvoru
Bérzii commune, where, under one of the windows, there is a rosette, “an element that
frequently appears in the artistic exterior composition of monasteries” (cf. M. Corcodel). This
monastery was rebuilt from its foundations in 1646 by Lupu Buliga, a captain of Prince Matei
Basarab, on the site of another monastery from the first half of the 14th century. In the upper
right part, there's a text inserted where the publishing house explains the motivation for this
scientific endeavor and the content of the work, and at the bottom, below the text, the emblem
of the Diocese of Severin and Strehaia is displayed.

The volume spans 1,054 pages. It opens with an Editorial Note (pp. 3-21) and continues
with a text titled The Historical Meanings of the Establishment of the Metropolis of Severin 650
Years Ago and its Posterity in Southwestern Romania (pp. 7-21). This is essentially a historical
excursus concerning the Orthodox ecclesiastical center in Severin, with metropolitan status,
founded in 1370 at the initiative of Voivode Vladislav I (Vlaicu Vod3), as a barrier to the
continuous and increasingly aggressive pressure of Catholics against Orthodox Christians,
spearheaded by the Hungarian crown. Rightly, the authors emphasize the historical importance
of this Orthodox center, an importance preserved despite the historical vicissitudes that affected
this region. This also explains the “journey” of the episcopal see for almost a century, after the
Hungarian occupation of Severin in 1419, through several locations: Strehaia, Tismana
(Mehedinti), Bradiceni and Arcani (Gorj), Feleac (Cluj, cf. Fr. D. Balasa, p. 13) and Cozia,
Olteni, and Ramnic (Valcea), where it would become the New Severin and where, for four
centuries, it would function under the title of the Diocese of R&mnic Noul Severin. This situation
also explains the arc across time, from the Metropolis of Severin (1370) and the Diocese of
Ramnic Noul Severin (1503/1504) to the Metropolis of Oltenia (1939-1945, 1949-present), with
a return to the original hearth in Severin, after several centuries, through the establishment of the
Diocese of Severin and Strehaia in 2003. Today's eparchy has His Eminence Bishop Nicodim as
its hierarch, “bearer of the name of the Saint of Tismana...” (p. 21), “he who reorganized
monastic life in Wallachia and laid the foundations of monasteries that endure to this day
[Vodita, Tismana, Topolnita, Cosustea-Crivelnic, Gura Motrului, Visina (including Prislop in
Tara Hategului), later joined by the monasteries and sketes of Baia de Aramd, Rudina, Cerneti,
Comanesti, Brosteni, Strehaia, Mracunea, perhaps also Corcova, Jidostita and Valea Pietrei, and
more recently, the project of the Cerdac skete at Fantana Domneasca and Saint Anne Monastery
in Orsova]” (pp. 14-15).
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Evidently, the bulk of the monograph is dedicated to the section titled Holy Places of
Worship in the Diocese of Severin and Strehaia (pp. 25-1036), structured alphabetically by
locality, starting with Drobeta-Turnu Severin municipality, the eparchial and county seat, and
concluding with Vrata commune. Each place of worship (parish church, filial church), not to
mention the other local religious institutions (metropolis, dioceses, deaneries), benefits from a
micro-monograph, based on the ten indicators mentioned in the questionnaire, with texts of
varying length depending on the documentary base identified and researched for each.

The volume concludes with a list of materials included in the work (pp. 1,037-1,054).

In conclusion, we are talking about a book that unquestionably meets the attributes of a
Monograph, rich in content, including iconography with a documentary role, with a suggestive
cover, a scientifically well-founded and technically excellently produced volume. Thus, through
the dedication and combined efforts of the authors, the hierarchy and the priests of Mehedinti,
the editor, graphic designer, and printer involved in this publishing project, “throughout an effort
spanning more than two years, which unfortunately surpassed the anniversary moment...” (p. 3),
we are today the beneficiaries of a noteworthy work, a benchmark for an ecclesiastical
monograph recommendable even for a wider area, both on this side and beyond the Prut River.

Eugen PETRESCU

Manager/Researcher at the Center for Historical
Research “Pr. Dumitru Balasa” of the National
Association of Heroes' Cult “Regina Maria”

Georgeta Ghionea (coord.), Monografia turisticd a regiunii Dragdsani (The touristic
monography of Drigasani region), Verguleasa, KITCOM Publishing House, 2023,
273 pag., ISBN: 978-630-6585-06-9

ACADEMIA ROMANA

The Touristic Monograph Of Drdgi?am INSTITUTUL DE CERCETAR] SOCIO-UMANE
Region, published under the aegis of the Institute of ikl
Socio-Human Research in Craiova — C. S. Nicolaescu- & oo
Plopsor and coordinated by Georgeta Ghionea, PhD Lol LLIN GROZO S LAZAR
is a reference volume for the scientific exploration and  yfonografia turistici a regiunii Drigisani
enhancement of the cultural heritage of the Dragasani ; w .

region, Valcea County. With an interdisciplinary team
composed of researchers specialized in geography,
history, archaeology and ethnography, the volume
offers an in-depth, structured and methodologically
rigorous analysis of an area with a distinct identity in
the tourist and cultural landscape of Oltenia.

The volume is structured in eight chapters,
each dealing with an essential aspect of the area
under analysis, complemented by a “Foreword”
signed by Academician Dorina-Elena N. Rusu
(pp. 5-7), a section of the type “In lieu of a preface”
(pp. 8-10), with a confessive and methodological
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value and a “Selective bibliography” (pp. 263-272). it
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The opening chapter, signed by Anca Ceausescu, offers a broad geographical analysis:
settlement, paleogeography, relief, climate, hydrography and demographic structures. The
rigorousness of the data and their anchoring in the specialized bibliography stand out.

In Chapter 1I, Milestones in the historical and economic evolution of the studied
area, Simona Lazar and Georgeta Ghionea have highlighted the key moments in the area's
past, from prehistory to the 20th century. Particularly valuable are the chapters dedicated to
the Dragasani Fair (1821), Al 1. Cuza, as well as the participation of the locals in the two
world wars. The economic section focuses on traditional occupations, as well as the
development of trade, crafts and cooperatives.

Tourist Destinations in Dragasani — supporting elements in the construction of the
regional tourist brand (Georgeta Ghionea) proves to be an applied chapter anchored in the
contemporary reality of identity tourism. It proposes a mapping of local heritage resources
(museums, memorial houses, monuments, wine cellars, parks), with an emphasis on the
potential of religious and wine tourism.

The evaluation of the tourist offer in the municipalities in the vicinity of Dragésani
(lleana Cioarec and Georgeta Ghionea) extends the perspective beyond the city and maps
the heritage of the neighboring villages, emphasizing their complementarity in the regional
tourist offer.

Chapters V-VIII, Folkloric areas in Oltenia: the area of Dragdsanilor; Celebrations and
calendar customs; Representative local traditions, family cycle customs (rites of passage);
Traditional practices of prevention, combating and curing diseases, signed by Loredana-Maria
llin-Grozoiu, offer a detailed ethnographic analysis of the area from rural architecture, traditional
costumes, crafts, celebrations, rituals of the life cycle, to the most widely used therapeutic
practices. These chapters add authenticity and anthropological depth to the volume.

The work goes beyond the rigor of a descriptive monograph, proposing an integrated
interpretation of the Dragdsani region, with up-to-date data (population, infrastructure,
economic activities) and contextual analysis, proving to be a significant contribution to the
literature on cultural tourism in Oltenia. The geographical, historical and ethnographic
approaches are harmonized, allowing a holistic understanding of the region. Each
contributor brings his or her own expertise, resulting in a unified work, without stylistic
syncope or analytical discontinuities.

The volume is conceived not only as an academic exercise, but as a concrete tool for
tourism valorization. It can serve as a basis for administrative, cultural or educational
initiatives aimed at including Dragasani Municipality in a sustainable and intelligent tourist
circuit. The texts are well-written, accessible to a wide audience, but without compromising
scientific accuracy. The whole work is backed up by a solid selective bibliography, and the
graphic presentation is clear, with illustrative maps and figures.

The Touristic Monograph of Drdgasani Region adds a valuable contribution to the
scientific literature on contemporary Oltenia. Through thorough documentation, logical
structuring and civic engagement, the authors succeed in bringing to light a territory with a
strong identity and remarkable resources. It is a model of good practice in regional
research, which deserves to be replicated for other areas with untapped potential. This work
is recommended to specialists, decision-makers and the general public interested in
rediscovering national heritage.

lon-Leone GAVRILA-CIOBOTEA
Romanian Academy, Institute of Socio-Human
Research from Craiova — C.S. Nicolaescu-Plopsor



