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Abstract: The present paper aims to highlight the figures of successful entrepreneurs 

from the past of the capital of Bănia and the flourishing businesses they developed at 

the turn of the two centuries, some of which lasted and prospered even after the passing-

away of their owners, due to the involvement of their descendants. In this regard, we 

mention names such as Toma Marocneanu and C. Gârleșteanu. 

The field in which they worked range was from constructions. 

The wise manner in which they ran their businesses, made them famous not only 

locally, but even nationally, competing with important companies in the country. 

Thoma Marocneanu was not only an entrepreneur, but also a well-known lawyer from 

Craiova. 
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some of them prospering even after the passing of their initiators, through the 

involvement of their descendants. Among those successful entrepreneurs from the 

past of Bănia, it is worth mentioning Thoma Marocneanu, the businesses he started 

being prosperous for almost a century. 

Toma (Thoma) Marocneanu was the son of Panait Constantinu and Fiica 

Constantinu. He was born in 1834, in the commune of Sulinele Mari, Vâlcea County, 

and died in 1908, in Craiova1.  

  

Photo source: George Mil. Demetrescu, Istoria 

Baroului Dolj de la 1864-1928 (History of the 

Dolj Bar Association from 1864-1928), Second 

edition, Proofing and Afterword by Bianca 

Maria Carmen Predescu, Craiova, Aius Press, 

2015, p. 79. 

Source: SJAN Dolj, City Hall record, Civil 

Status Register for married people 

 

On the name of Marocneanu (Mar-Ocneanu), Constantin Argetoianu offers us 

an interesting theory, according to which it was given by Professor Fontanini, the 

director of the Central High School in Craiova, whose activity was recorded in the 

nineteenth century, and who used to Latinize the names of the students, stating that 

the name of the great industrialist would have been Marinescu, which is wrong,  as 

the marriage certificate inserted above in the text demonstrates: “Thus, a Georgescu 

 
1 Dolj County Service of National Archives, City Hall Fund, Civil Status Register for married 

people/1878, ff. 98-99. Panait și Fiica Constantinu were deceased at the time of their son's marriage (April 20, 

1878) (further quoted as: S.J.A.N. Dolj). Mihai Sorin Rădulescu, in the paper Nicolae Titulescu – deslușiri 

genealogice in “Arhiva Genealogică”, year I (IV), no. 1-2, Iași, Romanian Academy Press, 1994, p. 66, gives us 

the name Panaitescu as Marocneanu's real name, but I consider that this was his father's first name, not his 

surname, as long as his mother also appears with the name Constantinu. 
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from Cornet became Cornetti (the founder of the Conservatory of Music in Craiova), 

Marinescu from Ocnele Mari, Marocneanu (father of Mrs. Maria Popp, a feminist, 

and Mrs. Oromolu)”2. If we were to consider it a mere name mistake, from the 

information provided by Argetoianu, it would be assumed that Thoma Marocneanu 

attended the courses of the current Carol I College in Craiova. In 1860, he went to 

Paris to study law, where he was a colleague of Ioan N. Titulescu3. In 1893 he was 

appointed prefect of Olt, to replace D. Mănciulescu4. Moreover, among the positions 

held, there must be mentioned that of president of the Chamber of Commerce, 

Craiova district (1899)5. During his mandate, it was regulated the repose on Sundays 

and holidays6. 

Olga Gigurtu is the one who gave us a brief characterization of our protagonist, 

the two being both closely related and him a regular visitor of her household. From 

this description emerges his gentle and reserved character in discussions that could 

have led to controversy: “Silent, grave, calm, kind and hardworking, he imposed by 

his silence and seriousness. When you asked for his opinion, he would raise his 

eyebrows, bow his head, open a hand, thought it thoroughly, as if weighing what he 

was going to say, then answered with in a few words, often evasively. He liked peace 

and avoided discussions, which inflamed others”7. The pacifist temperament and 

kindness that characterized him also result from the mentions of George Mil. 

Demetrescu, in the work in which he talks about his activity in the Dolj Bar: “he was 

a gentle spirit” or “gentle temperament”8. 

Throughout his life he was rewarded by King Carol I with several distinctions: 

“The Crown of Romania” in the rank of officer (1889)9, “Star of Romania” in the 

rank of knight (1890)10, “The Crown of Romania” in the rank of commodore (1895)11 

and “Star of Romania” in the rank of commodore (1906)12. 

 
2 Constantin Argetoianu, Memorii pentru cei de mîine. Amintiri din vremea celor de ieri (1871-

1916), Part. I until 1888, Bucharest, Paul Editions Press, 2022, p. 19. Fontanini had Latinized his own 

name, because, initially, he was called Izvoranu.  
3 Dorin Demostene Iancu, Documente inedite referitoare la Nicolae Titulescu (1882-1941) și 

înaintașii săi, in “Oltenia. Studii. Documente. Cercetări”, series IV, no. 2, 2014, Craiova, Sitech Press, 

2014, p. 336; “Arhivele Olteniei”, year 7, no. 36, Craiova, 1928, p. 133.  
4 “Lupta” no. 2119 of October 6, 1893, p. 19. 
5 “Voința Națională”, year 16, no. 4338 of July 18 (30), 1899, p. 3. 
6 Paul Emanoil Barbu, Dinică Ciobotea, Ion Zarzără, Istoria Camerei de Comerț și Industrie 

“Oltenia”, Craiova, “Oltenia” Chamber of Commerce and Industry Press, 2000, p. 100. 
7 Olga Gigurtu, Amintiri și icoane din trecut, Second edition, Preface by Georgeta Filitti, 

Bucharest, Corint Press, 2015, p. 170. 
8 George Mil. Demetrescu, Istoria Baroului Dolj de la 1864-1928, Second edition, Proofing and 

Afterword by Bianca Maria Carmen Predescu, Craiova, Aius Press, 2015, pp. 78-79, 89. 
9 “Voința Națională”, year 6, no. 1425 of June 16 (28), 1889, p. 2. 
10 Ibidem, Year, 7, no. 1742 of July 18 (30), 1890, p. 1. 
11 “Timpul”, no. 80 of April 1, 1895, p. 26. 
12 “Dimineața”, year 3, no. 804 of May 5, 1906, p. 2. 
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FAMILY 

Returning to Craiova, he married, at the age of 45, Elena (Lina) Urdăreanu 

(1854-1934), daughter of the landowner Gheorghe (Ghiță) Urdăreanu.  

Through his marriage to Urdărean's daughter, he was related to several 

renowned families in Craiova: with Titulescu, through the marriage of Maria, Elena's 

sister, with Ioan Titulescu; with Aman, Barbu Bălcescu, etc. As a relative of Ioan N. 

Titulescu's wife, but also as a personality of our city, he was a witness to the marriage 

of Titulescu with Maria Urdăreanu (January 10, 1869)13.  

The marriage of the two was blessed with three daughters: Lucia, married to 

Col. Dumitru Gaicu from Focșani; Maria married to the landowner Mihai (Mișu) 

Popp and Margot married to Michail Oromulu (Oromolu).  

THE LAWYER 

A graduate of the Faculty of Law in Paris, he successively held the positions 

of Prosecutor General of the Court of Appeal of Craiova, Dean of the Dolj Bar 

Association, from 1879 to 188314. In 1880 he was appointed President of the 

Disciplinary Commission. His contemporaries characterized him as “a gentle spirit, 

coming to terms with any state of affairs in order to assume responsibility as well as 

the struggle that had to be waged with the resolution of a question that had raised so 

many discussions”15. A gentle temperament, he could not have taken upon himself a 

burden too heavy for him”16. Due to his pacifist attitude, the gentleness that 

characterized him, the writer George Demetrescu tells us about the fact that he could 

not punish the lawyer Ulise Boldescu, the first lawyer registered in the Dolj Bar, 

complained to the Council for incorrect deeds in the exercise of his profession, even 

twice, and agreed with his colleagues to apply a light punishment to the lawyer who, 

“through his procedures he had seriously affected the dignity of the Board”17. 

There are numerous documents from the pre-war period that attest to the fact 

that he participated in lawsuits in which he represented the interests of certain 

merchants in court, but also when he sued for the recovery of the amounts owed to 

him. We have, in this regard, the example of the merchant from Drăgășani, Ilie 

Cergan, sued in 1888 for the recovery of the amount of 3,810 lei18. 

 
13 Mihai Alin Pavel, Colecția stare civilă din București – izvor de informații genealogice. 

Registrele de căsătorii in “Revista istorică” New Series, volume XX, no. 5-6, Bucharest, Romanian 

Academy Press, 2009, p. 552. 
14 George Mil. Demetrescu, op. cit., p. 27; Dorin Demostene Iancu, art. cit. in loc. cit., p. 336. 
15 George Mil. Demetrescu, op. cit., pp. 78-79. 
16 Ibidem, p. 89. 
17 Ibidem, p. 91. 
18 S.J.A.N. Dolj, Dolj Tribunal Records, Commercial Section III, file no. 159/1888, f. 2. 
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THE POLITICIAN 

Politically, he held the position of senator of Vâlcea and Dolj counties19. He 

was a member of the Conservative Party of Craiova20. In 1882 we find him on the 

provisional list for eligible persons for the Senate, from the district of Dolj, urban 

commune of Craiova21. 

The legislative elections of 1899 were an overwhelming victory for the 

conservatives, all the 14 seats allocated to Dolj in the Chamber of Deputies and the 

Senate being occupied by them. Among them we also identify Toma Marocneanu in 

the first Senate college with 339 votes22. On the conservative list, at the first college, 

for the communal elections of November 3-5, 1902, there was also Toma Marocneanu. 

THE ENTREPRENEUR 

Owner of vineyards in Vâlcea County, in the Dragășani area, more precisely 

in the village of Sutești, vineyards that he later bequeathed to his daughters, Thoma 

Marocneanu opened two spirits establishments in Craiova. One of them was 

headquartered in the Quarter of Sf. Ilie, no. 14, Primăverii St., and the other in Madona 

Dudu Quarter, Madona Dudu Street, at no. 36. According to Article 2 of the Law on 

Companies, on 30 August 1884, he registered, at the Tribunal – Commercial Section, 

his sole proprietorship under the name “Thoma Mar-Ocneanu” for the two premises. 

In order to register the company, it was necessary that the entrepreneur had not been 

declared bankrupt and had not behaved improperly. This fact emerges from the 

statements of the merchants D. Kogălniceanu, M. Kitty (Chițu) and P. M. Rădulescu 

who stated that Marocneanu “was known in the city as a merchant with two spirits 

establishments for a long time and throughout his trade he conducted the business 

with honesty and he was never bankrupt”23.  

The sold drinks came from their own production. In 1888, Thoma Mar-

Ocneanu set out to prove to merchants that wines can be aged for several years, not 

just two, taking into account certain conditions: in addition to the quality of the wine, 

the storage conditions are also important. His cellar was located in front of the trade 

school and was a very spacious and modern one, being divided into two sectors: “the 

first, the one in front, in which six colossal bădane – barrels (very large tall wine 

containers) of two thousand vedre (vadra/vedre – old measuring unit, approx. 10 

litres) are placed; In these basins completely separated from the rest of the cellar 

 
19 Dorin Demostene Iancu, art. cit. in loc. cit., p. 336. 
20 “Epoca”, series II, year IV, no. 748, Third Edition, Bucharest, April 28, 1898, p. 1. 
21 “Monitorul Oficial”, no. 244 of February 2 (14), 1882, p. 8026. 
22 Ana-Maria Rădulescu, Conservatorii doljeni în alegerile parlamentare și locale (1899-1908), in 

“Oltenia. Studii și comunicări”, vol. XIV, Arheologie-Istorie, Craiova, 2002-2003, p. 69. 
23 S.J.A.N. Dolj, Dolj Tribunal Records, Commercial Section III, file no. 508/1884, ff. 1-4.  
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almost hermetically, last year's harvest is put to ferment. Once this operation is 

finished, the wine is sent to the second compartment, in barrels of different sizes 

from 5 to 300 vedre”. That year, there were 200 containers in the cellar, of different 

sizes, but its capacity was much more generous. For the preparation of wines, 

Marocneanu used the skill of a cooper “who worked continuously on barrels for his 

lordship”. The handling of the wine from one compartment to another was done in a 

very short time, at most one day. In the month July of the year, the owner had 12,000 

vedre of wine from the harvest of 1885, 1886 and 1887 in storage. In addition to the 

market in our city, he had numerous orders in Bucharest, but also in other cities24. 

The wines produced by Marocneanu in his vineyards in Drăgășani were 

exhibited at the Universal Exhibition in Paris in 1900, along with other wines 

produced in the country. C. Ollănescu mentions that the sector where the wines were 

exhibited was highly admired, but that the Portuguese, Italian and Spanish wines 

were clearly superior. However, Romania ranked fourth in terms of the “rewards” 

obtained there, the table and the dessert wines being the most appreciated. The 

experts accused the Romanian producers of not being able to offer the same variety 

of wine, having the same strength, colour or the same bouquet, but nevertheless, 

“the wine of Drăgăşani, Dealul-Mare, Odobeşti, Huşi and Moldova-de-Sus, as white 

wines; Nicorești, Orevitza, Uricanii, as red wines, were very well represented in the 

Exhibition and the appreciation of the connoisseurs was very favourable to them.  

In particular, in addition to Mr. Brătianu, Mr. Capşa, Mr. Amira, Mr. Rivalet,  

Mr. Mar'Ocneanu, the Ministry of Estates had a rich and very varied collection from 

its nurseries in Pietroasa, Istrița and especially from Cotnari, whose incomparable 

attributes, the most illustrious people, who tasted it in the Romanian Restaurant from 

the Exhibition, would always remember them!”25.  

Marocneanu's wines were also present at the Jubilee Exhibition in Bucharest, 

in 1906, being also highly appreciated. The advertisements for Marocneanu wines 

filled the pages of many newspapers in that year and sounded like this: 

 

 

Source: “Dimineața”, year 3, no. 810 of May 11, 1906, p. 3. 

 
24 Dinică Ciobotea, Ion Zarzără, Marusia Cîrstea, Documente economice privin circumscripția 

Camerei de Comerț și Industrie Dolj (1865-1949), Craiova, Universitaria Press, 2015, pp. 86-87. 
25 Dimitrie C. Ollănescu, România la expozițiunea universală din Paris, 1900. Conferință ținută 

la Academia Română în ședința de la 11 Maiu 1901, Bucharest, 1901, p. 44. 
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Source: “Dimineața”, year 3, no. 857of June 27, 1906, p. 3. 

 

In the autumn of 1911, the products of the company were also exhibited at the 

Wine Exhibition organized in Iași, on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the 

University founding, an exhibition also visited by the royal family26. In 1925 they 

participated in the international exhibition organized in Lviv, Poland, the purpose 

being to penetrate the Polish market. The Romanian wines exhibited there were 

offered for tasting at the opening banquet, but also at several tasting sessions to 

which wine merchants and connoisseurs were invited27. 

 

 

Source: “Universul”, year 40, no. 165 of June 26, 1922, p. 2. 

 

In 1909, after the death of Thoma Mar-Ocneanu, the press announced the 

continuation of the commercial activity by his successors. The vineyards on the 

Drăgășan hills, replanted with foreign and indigenous varieties, produced white 

wines, dessert wines, red wines, bottled or unbottled (between 0.70 – 2 lei). The sale 

was made in retail or wholesale (from 600 decaliters upwards with the price of 4.80 

lei per decaliter, in Drăgășani, or 6 lei/decalitre, in Craiova)28. 

 
26 “Mișcarea”, year 3, no. 205 of September 21, 1911, p. 62. 
27 “Argus”, year 16, no. 3719 of September 13, 1925, p. 3.  
28 “Universul”, no. 4 of January 5, 1909, p. 1. 



90 Narcisa Maria MITU, Loredana-Maria ILIN-GROZOIU 

The employees of the company “Pivniţele Mar-Ocneanu”-Mar-Ocneanu 

Cellars benefited from the following conditions: fixed wage, lighted and heated 

house, an aspect highlighted by the advertisements published in the newspaper 

“Universul”, in 1913: “looking for a wine distributor who would ride a cart, 

preferably unmarried, contra provision, housing, heated, lit” or “looking for a cellar 

worker, preferably married. Those interested will send a copy of the certificates they 

have: Employment conditions: fixed pay, housing, heating, lighting”29. 

In 1913, Lucia Gaicu received from her husband the agreement to deal with 

the wine and spirits trade in Craiova, under the company Pivniţele Mar-Ocneanu30, 

and on June 8, 1927, she appears as the proprietor and owner of the enterprises 

“Pivniţe Marocneanu S-sori” in Craiova, she authorizing her husband to represent 

her in all commercial affairs31.  

 

 

 
 

Sursa: “Monitorul Oficial”, no. 194, November 29, 1913, pp. 8653-8654.  
 

In 1937, the newspaper “Universul” announced, in the sales section, the sale 

of the inventory of a cellar for handling large quantities of beverages and of a plotted 

place for the construction of houses32. 

In 1899, Toma Marocneau expanded his business by accessing new fields, 

totally different from those presented above, moving into the construction area. 

Thus, he associates himself with Constantin Gârleșteanu, taking over the exploitation 

 
29 Ibidem, no. 43 of February 14, 1913, p. 6. 
30 “O.G.”, Part II, no. 53 of March 7, 1928, pp. 62-63. 
31 Ibidem, no.194 of November 29, 1913, pp. 8653-8654. 
32 “Universul”, year 54, no. 98 of April 9, 1937, p. 14. 
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of the stone quarry in the commune of Gura Văii, Mehedinți County, in order to 

exploit the stone, to build a lime factory and a cement factory for which they also 

asked for the granting of the Law for the Support of the National Industry, 

exploitation that they carried out until 1908 when Marocneanu passed away. The 

company established in 1899 bore the name of the social company C. Gârleșteanu 

and Th. Marocneanu. Two kilns were used to exploit the stone. In 1909, Gârleșteanu 

and his successors agreed to continue the exploitation of the stone quarry in all its 

forms. The company will continue in the form of Gârleșteanu and the Successors of 

Th. Marocneanu. Marocneanu's successors were his three daughters: Maria Pop, 

Lucia Maior Gaicu and Margareta Oromulu, with the authorization of their husbands. 

Gârleșteanu agreed with the heirs of his former associate: Mihai N. Popp, Major 

Gaicu and Mihai Oromolu, as legatee administrators of their wives' dowries, who 

were in fact the rightful heirs, to continue, together, the exploitation of the above-

mentioned stone quarry, provided that they delegated a person to expose the 

decisions in relation to everything related to this exploitation. The decision was in 

favour of Mihai Oromolu. As there was a long delay in the construction of the lime 

factory, declared by the associate Gârleșteanu a “damaging delay”, because the term 

of the concession had been set at 20 years, they decided to build it quickly. He 

opposed the construction of the Mihai Popp factory, which is why it was decided to 

summon him to court to terminate the partnership agreement and pay Maria M. Popp 

her fair share, and the company to continue until the end of the lease33. It seems that 

the problems were solved, since, in 1924, the association contract with the heirs was 

renewed, the company being registered in the register of social companies as F.S. C. 

Gârleșteanu & Th. Marocneanu S-sori for the exploitation of the stone quarry in all 

its forms in Gura Văii – Mehedinți, and the lime and cement factory based in 

Craiova, no. 162, Unirii Street. The right of signature was held by C. Gârleșteanu 

and M. Oromulu. The duration of the company was provided for the entire period 

during the exploitation concessions of the quarry, the lime and cement factory.  

 

  

Source: “Dimineața”,  

no. 5930 of May 12, 1923, p. 6. 

Source: “Universul”,  

no. 56 of March 10, 1925, p. 2. 

 
33 S.J.A.N. Dolj, Dolj Tribunal Records, Commercial Section III, file no. 52/1909, f. 2. 
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Three years later, after the death of the associate Gârleșteanu, his heirs sold 

their part of the business to Mar-Ocneanu's heirs, which is why it was mentioned 

that, starting with October 5, 1927, the company would belong to the associates 

Maria Pop, Lucia Colonel Gaicu and Margareta Oromulu, Colonel D. Gaicu and 

Mihail Oromulu34. In February 1933, the periodical “Calendarul” announced the sale 

of the cement trust that had belonged to the company Marocneanu & Co. to the 

company of the “United Cement Factory in Turda” for the amount of 40,000,000 lei, 

which closed it as soon as it came into its possession, being laid off over 200 

employees from around the localities of Vârciorova and Severin. Although the 

outbreak of the financial crisis resulted in the closure of several industrial enterprises, 

the cement plant in Gura Văii “continued to produce substantially even in this 

difficult period. The factory produced 1,500 cement wagons and 500 white lime 

wagons annually, a production that amounted to 28 million lei, and salary expenses 

to 3.5 million lei/year. The newspaper mentioned above mentioned as the reason for 

the closure of the factory the quality products made here that constituted a significant 

competition on the profile market in the country: “Since its products being of the 

best quality, they competed great with the products of similar factories in the country. 

Because the competition of its products caused immense damage to its peers 

elsewhere, who cartelized themselves American, the cement trust, hidden under the 

company of the “United Cement Factory in Turda”, planned either the destruction 

by any means, or the purchase of the Gura Văii cement factory”. Following the 

closure, the installation was dismantled and shipped “wherever”, as the same source 

mentions35.  

By association with P. Chițu and ing. L. Constantinescu, the director of the School 

of Crafts in Craiova, Thoma Marocneanu seems to have owned a rope factory as well36. 

PAROCHIAL ADMINISTRATOR 

As administrator of the Madonna-Dudu Church in Craiova, Toma Mar-

Ocneanu, like the other bishops who succeeded him, considered building a spacious 

and sanitary (hygienic) place where the mentally challenged could benefit from 

treatment and decent accommodation conditions. As a result, in 1888 a place with 

an area of 9 hectares was bought in the Amaradia Barrier on which an exemplary 

Hospice was built, constructed according to the plans of the engineer-architect 

Săvulescu, between 1889-1891, and a park designed and made by the forestry 

engineer Theodor Chivulescu, between 1892 and 189737. 

 
34 “O.G.” no. 131 of June 20, 1924, pp. 6791-6792; Ibidem, no. 233 of October 20, 1927, pp. 32-33. 
35 “Calendarul”, year 2, no. 286, of February 3, 1933, p. 15. 
36 “Românul”, year 31, of November 9, 1887, p. 1012. 
37 Theodor Chivulescu, Domeniul agricol și silvic al Bisericei Madona-Dudu din Craiova, 

Craiova, 1906, p. 11.  
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Other held positions: president of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry in 

two mandates (1893-1896 and 1899-1902)38, and in 1904, the year in which Banca 

Oltenia was established, Toma Marocneanu held the position of chairman of the 

Board of Directors39. 

The information discovered about the Marocneanu family contributes to the 

knowledge of the social and cultural environment in which the great Romanian 

industrialists lived and worked at the turn of the two centuries. 
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